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SPECIAL ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS AND HOLIDAY TRAFFIC CONTROL 
 
 
 
3.01  GENERAL 
 

A. Purpose:  The purpose of this regulation is to provide guidelines 
for the Department's patrol activities during designated holiday 
periods and special enforcement efforts, and to promote the 
maximum utilization of personnel and equipment resources in 
support of these activities. 

 
B. Designated Holidays:  The provisions of this regulation shall 

apply to the following holiday enforcement periods: 
 

1. New Year’s Day. 
 

2. Easter. 
 

3. Memorial Day. 
 

4. Independence Day. 
 

5. Labor Day. 
 

6. Thanksgiving. 
 

7. Christmas. 
 
 
3.02  HOLIDAY AND SPECIAL ENFORCEMENT EFFORT PATROLS 
 

A. Use of Personnel Resources:  Members not essentially needed 
for other duties shall be assigned to patrol duties during 
designated enforcement efforts.  Members assigned to patrol 
duties in support of these efforts, whether in marked or 
unmarked vehicles, shall be in uniform. 

 
B. Scheduling of Enforcement Efforts:  Enforcement efforts are 

intended to be conducted during regularly scheduled shifts; 
however, overtime hours from federally funded enforcement 
programs should be utilized to supplement patrol- and traffic-
related enforcement efforts during designated holiday 
enforcement periods. 
 

C. Use of Vehicles:  Marked vehicles shall be utilized to the greatest 
extent possible. 
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D. Deployment of Patrols:  Members shall engage in high-visibility 
aggressive enforcement efforts in areas having a high frequency 
of motor vehicle crashes.  These efforts should be directed 
toward speeding violations and aggressive-driving behaviors. 

 
 
3.03  SPEED ENFORCEMENT 
 

During designated enforcement periods, members shall make 
maximum use of speed enforcement tactics and equipment, including 
radar and radar detector-detector equipment. 

 
 
3.04  HOLIDAY ENFORCEMENT MESSAGE 
 

The Director, Bureau of Patrol, shall ensure a Holiday Enforcement 
Message is sent via email to all Area Commanders, Troop 
Commanders, Patrol Section Commanders, and Station Commanders 
two weeks prior to each designated holiday enforcement period.  The 
message will announce the duration of the designated holiday 
enforcement period and will supply any other pertinent information.  
Troop Commanders shall acknowledge receipt of the message, for all 
Stations under their Command, via email to ra-psppatrol@pa.gov.  
Unless otherwise specified, all holiday enforcement periods begin at 
0001 hours on the first date of the enforcement period and end at 2400 
hours on the last date of the enforcement period. 

 
 
3.05  OFFICIAL HOLIDAY FOLLOW-UP REPORT 
 

Troop Commanders shall ensure a summary of statistical data 
associated with Troop patrol activities during each designated holiday 
enforcement period is compiled and submitted electronically to the 
Bureau of Patrol, via the PSPiNet, Applications, Bureau of Patrol Data 
Collection, “Holiday Recap Program” link, or by selecting the Holiday 
Recap Data link included in the Holiday Enforcement Message.  This 
statistical data shall be submitted no later than 0900 hours on the day 
following the end of the designated holiday enforcement period.  It shall 
include: 

 
A. Crash Data: 

 

1. Total crashes. 
 

2. Fatal crashes. 
 

3. Number killed. 
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4. Number killed wearing seat belts. 
 

5. Number injured. 
 

6. Alcohol-related crashes. 
 

7. Alcohol-related fatal crashes. 
 

B. Enforcement Activities: 
 

1. Driving under the influence (DUI) arrests. 
 

2. Speeding citations. 
 

3. Child passenger safety seat citations. 
 

4. Seat belt citations. 
 

5. Warnings for seat belt violations (includes warnings for 
both adult- and child-restraint violations). 

 
6. Other traffic citations. 

 
C. Data Worksheet:  The Traffic Control Data Worksheet 

(Appendage A) is designed to assist Troop Headquarters and 
Stations with compiling holiday period crash and enforcement 
data.  Commanders and Supervisors may duplicate the 
worksheet, as necessary, for use by members under their 
command/supervision. 

 
 
3.06  OPERATION CARE 
 

A. Purpose:  To further promote traffic safety in the Commonwealth 
on major holiday weekends and during national special traffic 
enforcement periods, the Department will participate in 
Operation CARE (Combined Accident Reduction Effort).  
Operation CARE is an international organization consisting only 
of state police and highway patrol agencies. 

 
B. Applicable Enforcement Periods:  Operation CARE activities 

shall be conducted during the following enforcement periods: 
 

1. Buckle Up America Week and Memorial Day. 
 

2. Independence Day. 
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3. Labor Day. 
 

4. Thanksgiving. 
 

5. Operation CARE Lifesaver Weekend (weekend before 
Christmas). 

 
C. Patrols:  Troop Commanders shall ensure high-visibility patrols 

and maximum traffic enforcement efforts during designated 
Operation CARE enforcement periods.  The goal is to obtain 
voluntary compliance from the motoring public with respect to 
maximum speed limits, DUI-related offenses, and occupant 
protection on all highways within the Commonwealth. 

 
D. Reporting:  No additional statistical data collection or reporting is 

required for any Operation CARE enforcement period.  


